
 

Wednesday, December 3 

10:00 – 5:00   

Pre-Function CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 

Pre-Function EXHIBITS 

Reynolds Executive 

Boardroom 
CHARGING STATION 
Sponsored by Virginia529 

12:00 – 1:30 
Chesapeake AB 

OPENING LUNCH AND GENERAL SESSION 
Sponsored by Virginia529 

Greetings:  Barry Simmons, President, Virginia College Access Network 

Speaker:    John Hodge, President and Co-Founder, Urban Learning and Leadership Center 

2:00 – 3:15 CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

 
“Undocumented” Students and Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals: How Education Benefits 

are Impacted 
Shenandoah 

Presenter(s): Lee Andes, State Council of Higher Education for Virginia 

This session will review what the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) executive order legally 

provides persons who are otherwise referred to as undocumented, its impact on admission, in-state tuition, 

and financial aid, and what future immigration reform might hold. 

 

Be Empowered 
Blue Ridge AB 

Presenter(s): Dwana Cooper, Newport News City Schools 

Attendees will learn how Newport News Public Schools utilized grant funds (provided by the Virginia 

Department of Education) to prepare at-risk African American males identified with a disability, to be college, 

career and citizen-ready.  

 

A Universal Net Price Calculator: CollegeAbacus.org, an ECMC Initiative 
Blue Ridge C 

Presenter(s): Paula Craw and Samantha Zucker, Educational Credit Management Corporation 

An ECMC initiative, College Abacus provides a free service that allows users to compare their projected 

financial aid packages across schools and to identify schools within their budgets. Using net price 

calculators (NPCs) built by U.S. colleges as mandated by the Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2008, 

College Abacus has built a system that generates estimates for more than 4,000 postsecondary institutions 

in the United States. The projected cost of attendance posted on CollegeAbacus.org mirrors the estimates 

users would generate on the websites of each individual school. 

 

Virginia College Access Network 
10th Annual Conference 

December 3-5, 2014 

Westin Richmond Hotel  

Richmond, Virginia 



Piloting a Case Management Approach to Transitioning High School Students to Postsecondary 

Training Opportunities 
Blue Ridge DE 

Presenter(s): Scott Kemp, Virginia Community College System 

Since 2005, the VCCS High School Career Coach Program has coached high school students into 

postsecondary training opportunities in high demand career fields, using a career pathway approach. Last 

year, the program shifted from locally managed record-keeping and data reporting to an online case 

management system that can track outcomes through the Virginia Longitudinal Database System. This 

change required 110 career coaches to adapt their practices and focus their services on the underserved 

populations in their school. This presentation will discuss the lessons learned from the first year of 

implementation of the case management system, as well as provide some preliminary analysis on factors 

that contribute to successful postsecondary enrollment patterns. 

3:15 – 3:30 
Pre-Function 

REFRESHMENT AND NETWORKING BREAK 
 

3:30 – 4:45 CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
  

Statewide College Access Initiatives 
Shenandoah 

Presenter(s): Paula Craw, Educational Credit Management Corporation 

Paula Fisher, State Council of Higher Education for Virginia 

This session will be off to an upbeat start. The presenters will share information about opportunities to join 

the three-day Virginia initiative to provide a pathway to accessing college for all students, with an emphasis 

on those from underrepresented populations. Attendees should leave with at least three ways to help 

increase the college-going culture in their communities and surrounding areas. 

 

Student-Athlete Recruitment: Student First. Athlete Second. 
Blue Ridge AB 

Presenter(s): Kevin Zimmerman, Shenandoah University 

This session will come from the perspective of an admissions professional (over six years) who had the 

experience of being a student-athlete in college. The session goal is to give those working with high school 

students, sound advice and best practices to work with this population as there are so many things that go 

into student-athlete recruitment across the NCAA Division 1, 2 and 3 levels.   

 

Student Loan Repayment and Forgiveness Programs 
Blue Ridge C 

Presenter(s): Sammy Redd, New College Institute 

Advising your students about student loan repayment strategies? Or maybe you are struggling with your own 

loans? Come learn about income-based loan repayment, as well as a special loan forgiveness program for 

employees of non-profit and government agencies.  

 

Need Money for College? VIDA Options 
Blue Ridge DE 

Presenter(s): Sabrina Blackett, Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development 

This session will discuss how the Virginia Individual Development Accounts (VIDA) program encourages 

saving and improving personal financial management for individuals. VIDA provides matching funds for 

individuals saving into a designated account for a specific purpose, such as homeownership, education or 

business start-up. Matching funds are provided to increase savings and to help individuals build assets 

more quickly. VIDA matches $2 for every $1 saved in a VIDA account. Matching funds are limited to 

$4,000 per participant with a maximum of two participants per household. The combined savings can be 

used for tuition and books at accredited colleges or certificate programs. 



4:45 – 6:45 
Pre-Function 

WINE AND CHEESE RECEPTION 
Sponsored by Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center 

Jazz Duo led by Macon Mann, Virginia Commonwealth University  

 

 

Thursday, December 4 

7:45 – 8:45  
Chesapeake AB 

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 
 

8:00 – 5:00 
Reynolds Executive 

Boardroom 

CHARGING STATION 
Sponsored by Virginia529 

8:30 – Noon  
Pre-Function 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION  

8:30 – 5:00 
Pre-Function 

EXHIBITS 

9:00 – 10:15 CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 

ACT 101: Everything You Wanted to Know but Were Afraid to Ask 
Shenandoah 

Presenter(s): Chris Hansen, ACT 

This session will focus on the basics of the ACT assessment, what it measures, how it is used, and how it 

differs from the SAT.  During this session we will also take a look at the 2014 graduating class in Virginia and 

how they performed on the ACT.   

 

Not Another High School: Roundtable for Community College Success 
Blue Ridge AB 

Presenter(s): Brelynn Thomas and Andrea Tuttle, Access College Foundation 

As Community College becomes a more viable option for college-bound students, an increasing need to 

support this unique group of students has emerged. This session will consist of a roundtable discussion in 

which the Access College Foundation discusses its own challenges and successes in supporting community 

college-bound students in their College Success Program as well as seek the ideas and input of college 

access peers who also support community college students. 

 

FAFSA 101: Learn about new updates and the financial aid process 
Blue Ridge C 

Presenter(s): Maisha Challenger, Claire Fluker, and Fred Stennis, U.S. Department of Education, Federal 

Student Aid 

This session will cover new updates applicable to the new 2015-16 FAFSA application and offer attendees a 

high level overview about the quick and easy online financial aid process. 

 

How It’s Made: The Admission Decision 
Blue Ridge DE 

Presenter(s): Ashley Browning, Hollins University; Chelsea Duncan, University of Richmond; Mallory Griffith, 

Radford University; Liz Menter, Virginia Tech; Lindsay Tulloss, University of South Carolina; 

Devin Underhill, University of Virginia; Ashley Woodard, Longwood University 

“Will they care about my C in freshman English?” “How much do SAT scores really matter?” “Does it hurt me 

that my parents didn’t go to college?” A panel of college admissions representatives from various four-year 



institutions will help answer these types of questions and identify key factors in Admissions Committees’ 

decisions while discussing case studies of applicants from diverse backgrounds.  The intended audience is 

secondary school counselors and access counselors. Counselors should leave the panel with a 

comprehensive understanding of how the Admissions Committee might view their students’ academic and 

extracurricular achievements, personal and family backgrounds, and challenges that they have faced. 

10:15 – 10:30 
Pre-Function 

REFRESHMENT AND NETWORKING BREAK 

10:30 – 11:45 CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 

“COMS” – College Options for Military Students 
Shenandoah 

Presenter(s): Amanda Yoder, Virginia Beach City Public Schools 

This session will provide educators with information to help inform military-connected parents and students 

about options that may help military-connected students attend college. These include various options for 

receiving in-state tuition unique to military families, using the dependent GI Bill, the Yellow Ribbon Program, 

and military dependent scholarships. 

 

ACE-IT in College: Opportunities for Students with Intellectual Disabilities 
Blue Ridge AB 

Presenter(s): Dana Yarbrough, Virginia Commonwealth University 

The reauthorization of the federal Higher Education Opportunity Act in 2008 paved the way for students with 

intellectual disabilities to attend college and receive financial aid.  This session will: provide an overview of 

programs on college and university campuses in Virginia meeting the needs of this population, with an 

emphasis on ACE-IT in College at Virginia Commonwealth University; through interactive case study, highlight 

the best practices on a college campus that support career development for students with intellectual 

disabilities, autism and/or developmental disabilities; share myths and realities about working with students 

with intellectual disabilities, autism, and/or developmental disabilities; discuss state policy and legislative 

efforts to expand access to postsecondary education in Virginia for non-traditional college students; facilitate 

discussion about how to prepare K12 educators to have the college discussion at the IEP table; and answer 

questions attendees have about this topic. 

 

Discover New Federal Student Aid Tools and Resources 
Blue Ridge C 

Presenter(s): Maisha Challenger, Claire Fluker, and Fred Stennis, U.S. Department of Education, Federal 

Student Aid 

Come see a presentation by Federal Student Aid highlighting new resources and tools such as our videos, 

publications, social media properties and websites, especially the new tool kit (FinancialAidToolkit.ed.gov). 

 

LEAP to Success: High School, College, and Beyond 
Blue Ridge DE 

Presenter(s): Emily Africa and Renee Cloyd, Virginia Tech 

Virginia Tech’s Pamplin College of Business works closely with underrepresented students (i.e. ethnic 

minorities, first-generation, and low socioeconomic) through several programs. These programs are designed 

to encourage successful futures for high school students, incoming freshmen and transfer students, and 

current college students. With the support of corporate sponsors and in collaboration with VT students, 

faculty, alumni, future employers and business professionals, students are provided with tools to hone their 

academic, personal, social and career development skills.  

This presentation will focus on LEAP: Leadership, Excellence and Academics in Pamplin, Pamplin’s summer 

bridge program, which assists incoming business freshmen with the transition from high school to college, 

providing them with a “head start” to life in Blacksburg. Additional programs to be presented and discussed 

are: Pamplin’s Business Explorations High School Program; Pamplin’s Undergraduate Mentoring Programs 



(PUMP) for freshmen and transfer students; and the New Horizons Scholarship Program for incoming 

freshmen. 

12:00 – 1:30 
Chesapeake AB 

LUNCH AND GENERAL SESSION 
Sponsored by ECMC 

Speakers:  Levar Stoney, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

                   Jaren Butts, Linda H. Woodley Scholarship Recipient 

2:00 – 3:15 CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 

Virginia College Advising Corps 
Shenandoah 

Presenter(s): Joy Pugh, Virginia College Advising Corps 

Heard of the Virginia College Advising Corps but not sure of the details?  Come and learn about the mission, 

program model, and impact that the Corps has had in Virginia over the past 9 years.  

 

State Resources for College Access: Financial Aid Programs, Research Tools, and More 
Blue Ridge AB 

Presenter(s): Lee Andes, State Council of Higher Education for Virginia 

How do you know what state financial aid programs are available?  What degrees are offered?  Which jobs 

are in high demand?  Are graduates able to get a job?  What is the typical debt level for a specific academic 

program? Virginia has one of the most extensive databases available in the country. Learn how you can 

quickly answer any of the above questions and more! 

 

JMU CyberCity: The Innovative Use of Technology in Education to Enhance Diversity 
Blue Ridge C 

Presenter(s): Tom Dillion, Monyette Martin, Harry Reif, and Daphyne Thomas, James Madison University 

This session will discuss CyberCity, an award-winning, hands-on laboratory-based computer technology 

program for underrepresented students and teachers seeking to explore today's world of cutting edge 

technology. The camp includes separate and joint sessions for teachers and students. CyberCity's topics and 

hands-on activities for 2014 were presented by JMU professors, alumni, students and business leaders and 

included: business etiquette, reverse engineering, creating Android apps, card security, Lego building blocks 

for the next generation of engineers and scientists, and smart boards and iPads collaborating together. The 

program was developed to introduce technology to students who normally would not have the opportunity to 

study new and innovative technology initiatives. In order to achieve this goal, the CyberCity team identified 

several middle and high schools throughout the state that did not have as much access to technology as 

other schools. These schools were invited to send two students and a teacher at no cost. 

 

Gettin’ Jiggy with the FAFSA: Innovative Ways to Increase FAFSA Completion through Beacon 

of Hope Future Centers and Community Engagement 
Blue Ridge DE 

Presenter(s): Joan Foster and Leidra Hickson, Beacon of Hope Lynchburg 

This presentation will discuss community engagement in the FAFSA completion process, innovative methods 

to bring awareness to FAFSA completion (e.g., FAFSA rap contest, commercials), access to FAFSA completion 

in community centers and churches, and student FAFSA completion in high schools. 
 

3:15 – 3:30 
Pre-Function 

REFRESHMENT AND NETWORKING BREAK 
 

 

 

 



3:30 – 4:45 CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 

Blue is the New White Collar 
Shenandoah 

Presenter(s): Kimberly Roberts, Virginia Job Corps 

This session will provide an overview of Job Corps, which is the nation's largest vocational education 

program. Focusing on low-income youth with limited opportunities, this program provides career instruction, 

housing, and meals at no cost. Each year, 60,000 to 80,000 students graduate from Job Corps in over 100 

trades including entry level through advanced certifications in Health Care, Construction, Plumbing, 

Electrical, HVAC, Automotive, Machining, Heavy Equipment Operations and Hospitality.  

 

Are You a Virginian? A Review of the Domicile Process 
Blue Ridge AB 

Presenter(s): Lee Andes, State Council of Higher Education for Virginia 

Virginia's domicile rules and exceptions for in-state tuition can be confusing. During this presentation we will 

provide a quick explanation of the process and then explore the unique circumstances of military families 

and non-citizens. 

 

If the “U” Fits 
Blue Ridge C 

Presenter(s): Lataran Berrios and Ashley Woodard, Longwood University 

This session is aimed at providing school counselors with tips and strategies to better assist their students in 

the college selection process. Some of the topics that will be addressed are: what your student should look 

for in a college/university, how to narrow down the list of schools your student may be interested in, when 

your student should start visiting schools, and how your student can make the most of their campus visit. 

 

The Virginia Placement Test: A Primer 
Blue Ridge DE 

Presenter(s): Heather Sorrell, Virginia Community College System 

The presenter will provide an overview of the Virginia Placement Test (VPT) and its current implementation at 

all Virginia Community Colleges. The VCCS redesign of developmental education will also be discussed, 

especially as it relates to the VPT. Both the Math and English modules as well as common course 

placements/outcomes will be covered. The session will conclude with tips, resources, and preparation 

strategies for students. 

 

5:45 – 7:45 
Chesapeake AB 

HIGH STAKES BINGO! (Dinner and Cash Bar) 
Sponsored by ACT 

Join us for an evening of fast-paced, high-stakes bingo, and dinner. No charge to play. Chances to win more 

than $1,000 in cash and prizes. Grand prize sponsored by Virginia Lottery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday, December 5 

7:45 – 8:45  
Shenandoah 

BREAKFAST BUFFET 
 

9:00 – 10:15 CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

 
Allowing and Promoting Self-Determination 
Blue Ridge AB 

Presenter(s): Amanda Randall, Virginia Department of Education 

Self-determination is a process by which a person begins to control his or her own life; this process is 

different for every student but requires parent involvement, educator support, and student desire. The 

session will discuss tools and resources to allow and promote self-determination. Student and parent 

presenters will allow a unique perspective on their journey to self-determination.  

 

Creating a Safe Space: Working with LGBTQ Students 
Blue Ridge C 

Presenter(s): Tracy Jackson, Virginia Beach City Schools 

Working with LGBTQ youth can be different and challenging for school-based personnel who have not been 

provided resources and strategies by their school districts. Learn how school-based personnel can be 

supportive and advocate not only for LGBTQ students, but also their families, to essentially create a “safe 

space.”  

 

Deconstructing the New SAT 
Blue Ridge DE 

Presenter(s): Janet Swandol, The College Board 

Major changes are coming to the SAT. This session will ensure that those on front line of communicating these 

changes to students and parents understand what is changing, when it is changing, and what you need to do 

to prepare students for the first administration of the redesigned SAT in spring 2016. 

 

10:30 – 11:45 
Shenandoah 

CLOSING SESSION 
 

Greetings:  Tarik Boyd, President, Virginia Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators 

                   Jenny Hubler, President, Virginia School Counselors Association 

 Ashley Woodard, President, Virginia Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers 

Speaker:   Paula Fisher, Assistant Director of Academic Affairs, State Council of Higher Education for Virginia 

 

 

 

 


