
CAN to CAN   1 

 

CAN TO CAN                                   

Volume 3, Issue 2 December 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

INSID E THIS  ISS U E 

1 The Virginia Education Wizard 

2 From the Editor: Are you Ready? 

3 Calendar of Events 

4 Teaching the Truth by Modeling 

4 College Night in Virginia – a Success 

Notes from the President 
Bonnie Sutton 
President, VirginiaCAN Board of Directors  
By the time you receive this newsletter, I hope you 
will be on your way to the 5th Annual Conference 
of VirginiaCAN in Roanoke.  Our theme this year 
is “Pathways to Access, Retention and Success” 
and we are expecting 160 of you to be in 
attendance for networking and learning. 

This fall has been an exciting and busy time for 
college access providers.  In addition to the normal 
day-to-day activities, many of you have 
volunteered and participated in the ECMC College 
Night in Virginia, VASFAA Fall Counselor 
Workshops, and College Fairs—all in an effort to 
further your own missions as well as 
VirginiaCAN’s mission to support and enhance 
post high school education access and attainment 
for residents of the Commonwealth of Virginia.  
Here at the ACCESS College Foundation, our 
advisors just completed financial aid nights in 29 

The Virginia Education Wizard:  
Helping students reach their goals 

 
 

Serving more than 200,000 unique visitors since its 
March 2009 launch, the Virginia Education Wizard is a 
one-stop resource to help students and parents explore 
career paths, identify college programs to reach those 
goals and find ways to pay for continued education.   
“The Virginia Education Wizard really focuses on the 
students and the parents, in helping the students to come 
to terms with what they want to be when they grow up,” 
said Patricia I. Wright, superintendent of public education 
for the Virginia Department of Education. 
Currently, the Wizard (version 1.0) provides students 
with the ability to: 

• Assess their career interests and work values  

• Find specific occupations in demand, how much 
education is required, how much those jobs pay, 
and the top employers - within their local area 
and other regions of Virginia  

• Find community college majors and programs 
that match their location and career interests  

• Compare the cost of colleges and universities 
throughout Virginia  

• Find and apply for financial aid  

• Identify transfer pathways to the baccalaureate 
degree. 
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Continued on page 3                                                          See pictures on page 3 



CAN to CAN   2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

public high schools in South Hampton Roads.  
And if you aren’t out of breath yet, financial aid 
season is right around the corner! 

At VirginiaCAN, the Access Toolkit we told you 
about that will strengthen existing programs and 
help replicate new programs across the 
Commonwealth has been completed and is hot 
off the press.  Funded by the State Council of 
Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV) through 
the federal College Access Challenge Grant, we 
are excited about the potential the tool kit has for 
creating new college access initiatives. 

And, of course, we are excited about everything 
the conference holds for us in Roanoke.  Former 
Governor Gerald Baliles will kick off the events 
with a keynote address on Wednesday, Dr. Bev 
Warren from Virginia Commonwealth 
University will be our keynote speaker on 
Thursday and we will end the conference with 
the results of the survey of access providers also 
funded by SCHEV through the College Access 
Challenge Grant Program.  Add to that a quality 
array of workshops and presenters and I think we 
are in for a great conference. 

If I don’t see you in Roanoke, I hope you will 
begin the holidays by enjoying family and 
friends and everything that goes along with the 
season.  You will need this time of refreshment 
to prepare for what will be a busy January and 
February as we try to help as many students as 
possible apply for financial aid. 
Keep up the good work that you do in your 
region and VirginiaCAN will continue to support 
your efforts through our network of wonderful 
programs! 
 

From the Editor 
Are you ready? 

Tom Morehouse 
VirginiaCAN Executive Director 

Ready for what, you ask?  Ready for: the 5th 
Annual VirginiaCAN Conference; Christmas, 
Chanukah, Kwanzaa and the New Year Holidays; 
the admissions crush; the financial aid efforts; 
VirginiaCAN’s first Legislative Day; and the 
initiation of the Virginia Access Toolkit?  The 

New Year promises to be one full of opportunities.  
Opportunities to assist students, opportunities to promote 
access programs in the Commonwealth through our 
legislative day, and the opportunity to introduce the 
advantages and leverage afforded by access programs to 
communities where no programs exist and to help existing 
programs become more successful.   If you’re not ready, 
what do you need to become ready?   

We hope that the conference will help you be ready for all 
that awaits us.  The sessions promise to be opportunities 
to learn of resources available and lessons learned from 
our colleagues.  It also provides the opportunity the renew 
friendships and acquaintances, make new friendships and 
develop relationships among fellow access providers. Are 
you ready to welcome counselors from school districts 
across the state who are coming as part of the College 
Access Challenge Grant Program.  We are fortunate again 
this year to be able to invite a large number of middle and 
high school counselors to attend who otherwise may not 
have been able to participate.  These are professionals with 
each bringing knowledge and experience that they can 
share – and sharing, or networking, is the first prong of 
VirginiaCAN’s multi-faceted effort to achieve its mission. 

I hope that you are ready to help with Super Saturday, the 
annual VASFAA event to help parents and students with 
the completion of the FAFSA.  It will be held February 
13th, and VirginiaCAN is a partner.  As a partner, we need 
our membership to help make this event a success.  Look 
for information on this event on the website, or talk with 
Linda Woodley during the conference who is not only our 
board secretary, but also the co chair of the VASFAA 
committee that makes SuperSaturday possible. 

Be ready for our Legislative day by purchasing a shirt or 
scarf to wear on at the General Assembly.  Proudly display 
our button on January 27th (we’ll provide these)  Make 
arrangements now to join us in Richmond to help spread 
the word about access programs and providers in Virginia 
to our legislators. Make sure you find out more about this 
program – talk with Sarah Huggins, our board member 
who is coordinating this effort for us. 

Are you ready? 
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

VIRGINIACAN ANNUAL  
CONFERENCE 

PLACE: SHERATON ROANOKE, ROANOKE, VA 
DATE: DECEMBER 9-11, 2009 

OUR FIFTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
WWW.VIRGINIACAN.ORG 

VIRGINIACAN BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING 

DECEMBER 8:  ROANOKE, VA 

 

VACRAO ANNUAL MEETING 
PLACE: MARRIOTT NORFOLK 
DATE: DECEMBER 6-8, 2009 

WWW.VACRAO.ORG 

 

VIRGINIACAN  
LEGISLATIVE DAY 

JANUARY 27TH, 2010 
 

SUPERSATURDAY 
HELPING FAMILIES COMPLETE THE FAFSA 

FEBRUARY 13, 2010:  LOCATIONS ACROSS VIRGINIA 

WWW.VASFAA.ORG 

 

VASFAA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
EMBASSY SUITES – HAMPTON ROADS HOTEL, SPA 

AND CONVENTION CENTER 

HAMPTON, VA 

MAY 23-26, 2010 

 

VIRGINIACAN 6TH ANNUAL  
CONFERENCE 

CROWNE PLAZA – HAMPTON MARINA HOTEL AND 

CONFERENCE CENTER 

HAMPTON, VA 

DEC 8-10, 2010 

 

In the interest of serving even more Virginians and creating 
an enhanced Wizard to be launched in 2010, the Virginia 
Community College System, the Virginia Department of 
Education, the State Council of Higher Education for 
Virginia, the Virginia College Savings Plan and the 
Educational Credit Management Corporation have forged the 
largest coalition of educational agencies and services in 
Virginia history.  
“Our coalition partners are helping us evolve the Wizard to 
serve as the primary college and career planning resource for 
every student in Virginia,” noted Glenn DuBois, chancellor of 
the Virginia Community College System. “Wizard 2.0 will 
feature even more interactive tools that help students and their 
parents get information tailored specifically to their needs and 
interests. It also will serve as a vibrant resource for helping 
youngsters make the right steps to get to their career 
destination.” 
As part of Wizard 2.0, which is scheduled for release in early 
2010, the Wizard will make it possible for students to: 

• Assess their skills and explore associated career 
clusters 

• Prepare for college admission and attendance  

• Explore public and private colleges and universities 
throughout Virginia based on various 'fit' factors and 
save results  

• Build résumés and prepare for interviews.  

And as part of Wizard 3.0, which is scheduled for release in 
time for the start of the 2010 - 2011 school year, the Wizard 
will make it possible for students, starting in 7th grade, to 
create and store personalized academic and career plans.  
Virginia’s Community Colleges developed the proprietary 
Wizard with $2.5 million in federal funds. Programming was 
completed by Richmond-based Chmura Economics & 
Analytics and internal IT professionals at Virginia’s 
Community Colleges. The career and jobs features draw in 
real-time market data pulled from Chmura Economics & 
Analytics’ proprietary and patented JobsEQ. 
 

 
 
 
 
Susan B. Hirschbiel presents the ACCESS College 
Foundation’s 5,000th scholarship to 2009 Graduate Cassandra 
Artis-Williams 
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Teaching the Truth by 

Modeling: 

We Must Water the Roots 

to Grow the Trees 

According to the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, 
“an alarming 6.4 million children 
between kindergarten and third 
grade now face an illiterate future” 
(AAP). The National Institute of 
Child Health and Human 
Development (NICHD) estimates 
that only 2% of students receiving 
special education for reading 
difficulties will complete a 4-year 
degree (Lyon).  These are 
alarming statistics for a nation 
that is encouraging more students 
to seek post-secondary 
education. Is it possible that 
college access programs are 
overlooking one of the biggest 
roadblocks to achieving a college 
degree?   As role models and 
spokespersons for higher 
education, personnel in college 
access programs should lead the 
way by incorporating a basic 
reading and college access 
program for the younger student. 
This is particularly true for 
organizations in communities 
where many of our children live in 
poverty and their parent(s) have 
less than a high school education. 
College access practitioners have 
a responsibility to reinforce the 
message that good reading skills 
and access to books help change 
a communityʼs culture and opens 
doors to education and life-long 
learning.   

New College Institute 
(NCI) in Martinsville, now in its 
third year of operation, partners 
with public and private colleges to 
offer the third and fourth year of 
bachelorʼs degree programs.  NCI 
has a second mission of offering 
community outreach to build a 
college-going culture and improve 
the college-going rate in our local 
communities. One community 

outreach initiative offered by NCI 
is a reading program in the local 
elementary schools called 
Reading for Life. NCI partners 
with 12 public elementary schools 
each year in Martinsville and 
Henry County and has served 
over 2,000 elementary students in 
its third year of conducting the 
program. The goal of the program 
is simple: utilize role models of 
educational success, including 
retired teachers, principals, 
legislators, NCI staff, and faculty 
to serve as readers and to convey 
the early, but vital message that 
reading is important and will open 
doors to academic, career, and 
personal achievement. NCI 
volunteers talk to the students 
briefly about the importance of 
reading and the positive role it 
plays in education and life. They 
then read a book and present 
each student with their own book 
to keep and take home. Readers 
encourage the students to have a 
parent or other caregiver read the 
book to them at home. They also 
reinforce vital messages: work 
hard in school, listen to your 
teacher, and read as much and 
as often as possible.  

Some have asked why 
New College Institute is working 
with such young students. The 
reality is that we must water the 
roots to grow the trees and teach 
the truth by modeling.  As our 
community seeks to build a 
college-going culture, we must 
start at the beginning of the path 
and take no shortcuts along the 
way. We believe at NCI that 
reading is for life, and by 
modeling this concept, we 
encourage area students to 
realize their potential.  

 
Article provided by Steve 

Keyser, Outreach Educator of New 
College Institute, Martinsville, 
Virginia.        

 
Works Cited:  
Lyon, G. Reid. “Reading Disabilities: 
Why Do Some Children Have 
Difficulty Learning  to 
 Read? What Can Be Done 

About It?” The International Dyslexia 
Association’s  Quarterly Periodical 
Perspectives 29.2 (2003).  
 
“Reading Checkup Guide.” American 
Academy of Pediatrics. 1998. 22 Nov. 
2009 
 <http://www.aap.org/family/re
admeastory.htm>. 
   

COLLEGE NIGHT IN 
VIRGINIA=SUCCESS 

BILL SCHARRER 
PROJECT DISCOVERY 

Project Discovery, in partnership with 
the State Council for Higher Education 
in Virginia (SCHEV) and Educational 
Credit Management Corporation 
(ECMC), presented College Night in 
Virginia on November 9th.  This was the 
second year for this partnership and the 
evening was an even bigger success than 
last year.   

College Night is an intense, three hour 
presentation for parents and college 
bound student to gain valuable 
information.  The evening began with 
pizza and soda.  Then local experts 
provide concise presentations on four 
subjects; choosing the right college, 
Understanding the financial aid 
process, Scholarship searches and 
scams, and Completing and filing the 
FAFSA.  The evening ended with a 
drawing at each site for four 
scholarships from ECMC, each valued 
at $500.00.  This totals $30,000.00 
from ECMC to Virginia students. 

Last year College Night was offered in 
13 locations and served over 800 
students.  This year the program was 
offered at 15 sites and all indications are 
that many more students were served.  
Data is still coming into the Project 
Discovery office in Salem, VA, but early 
counts show that all site served more 
students and parents than last year, and 
some site doubled their attendance.   
This program was funded through 
SCHEV with funds from the College 
Access Challenge Grant Program.  
ECMC provided, along with the 
scholarships, all of the printed material 
including posters flyers, advertising 
material and the excellent 
“Opportunities” Books.  Project 
Discovery provided program 
administration and coordination.  It is 
hoped that College Night in Virginia will 
be able to continue next year and 
continue to increase the number of 
location and students served.    
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Hoos for Open Access 
 
Mary Nguyen (President, Hoos for Open Access) and Julie Roa (Access UVA Coordinator) 
 
Serving students regardless of their economic background is important to all educators.  Socio-

economic diversity in an institution of higher education is a powerful factor that enhances student academic 
and social development, both inside and outside the classroom.   

At the University of Virginia (U.Va.), a team of students is devoting much time and energy into 
reaching out to various communities to inform potential applicants about the accessibility of institutions like 
U.Va.  The group originally formed as an advisory board to the Office of Undergraduate Admission in 2007.  
Since then, they spun into a student-led organization in 2008.  Their name is ‘Hoos for Open Access. 

Through their time as an independent organization, ‘Hoos for Open Access has been an advocate for 
affordability in higher education.  They have met with key members of UVA’s administration to offer their 
support and insights, as well as to learn about how they can help.  To reach out to prospective students, they 
have helped the Office of Admission coordinate visits from College Access groups and have served as 
panelists, callers, overnight hosts and chat participants.  They also began a blog, where members post 
thoughts about their experiences at UVA and answer readers’ questions.  To utilize this resource, see 
http://www.accessuva.blogspot.com/.  In addition, this group of students seeks to foster a welcoming 
environment for Cavaliers of all and any socioeconomic background.   They have organized events that 
welcome first-year and transfer students, celebrate UVA graduates, and inform current students about salient 
topics in financial literacy, such as working as a student, understanding credit reports, and living frugally on 
a college budget.   

AccessUVA is the philosophy of UVA’s Financial Aid Office.  Admitted students who demonstrate 
financial need and are either US citizens or permanent residents get 100% of that need covered.  Students 
with high need are given mainly grant assistance up to the Costs of Attendance.  Students with lower need 
are protected from excessive debt by a loan cap.  When families accumulate need-based loans up to the loan 
cap, their loans are replaced by grants for the rest of their time as undergraduates at UVA.   

Groups like ‘Hoos for Open Access make it a joy to work in higher education.  They reach back to 
their communities to encourage and inform younger students, they make allies internally with the rest of the 
student body as well as administrators and faculty, and they are available to high school counselors, teachers 
and college access groups.  They also provide others with stories about their own experiences, especially 
with examples of academic success in an environment that welcomes diversity in all of its forms.  Through 
their efforts, they hope that AccessUVa remains a strong priority for the institution in the future, and that 
U.Va. presents an enriching environment for all of its students.  


